
Fly and Midge Treatments 
As the weather gets warmer and more humid, so the populations of flies and midges rapidly increase. It is 
vital that fly populations are controlled before  you start seeing significant numbers in the parlour/buildings 
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Lambing special 
This edition of the newsletter is spe-
cially (but not exclusively!) for those 
who are preparing for lambing in the 
next few months. 

Barren ewe check  
Utilise this free service to improve flock 
profitability!  
 
Barren ewes are both costly and frustrating, 
however they can be good diagnostic tools! 
Toxoplasmosis is a common disease of sheep, 
which often presents as returns to service or 
barren ewes at scanning/lambing time, as well 
as causing abortions and mummified foetuses. 
Intervet is currently offering a free blood test-
ing service (running from December to the end 
of March) to establish the level of Toxoplasmo-
sis in your flock. Last year 69% of flocks sam-
pled had evidence of Toxoplasmosis infection. 
Early diagnosis and control of this disease will 
improve your flock’s performance! 

Feeding ewes correctly can save 
time and effort at lambing time! 

 
Avoiding condition loss and supplementing feed 
will improve lamb survival: higher birth weights, 
improved quality colostrum and increased milk 
yields. All of which reduce time and effort spent 
caring for ewes and lambs at lambing time and 
increase flock profitability. 
 
Mid-pregnancy 
 

Avoid excess loss of condition in your 
ewes  - reduces lamb size 

Feed lower quality forages 
Supplement minerals & by-pass protein 

(DUP) 
 
Late Pregnancy 
 

Feed higher quality forages 
Scan ewes  - feed according to lamb 

numbers 
6-8 weeks pre-lambing supplement feed-

ing for multiple lamb numbers 
Offer high quality, fully mineralised, 

20-21 % protein, with a high pro-
portion of DUP concentrate 

Essential for placental and lamb 
growth, colostrum and milk pro-
duction 

 
A little time spent managing ewes pre-lambing 
will reap benefits at lambing and weaning! 

 
 
 
 

Managing the Lambing Ewe 
 

1 day course at Newbiggin 
11 Feb 

Contact Anne Abbs for more details 



Colostrum  
 
That first feed of quality colostrum 
is vital to lamb survival. Colostrum 
from the ewe is always best, but for 
situations where the ewe doesn’t 
have enough colostrum, we recom-
mend Lamb’s Choice Total. This is 
produced from freeze-dried cow 
colostrum, so it is superior to syn-
thetic products, particularly in terms 
of levels of antibodies to protect the 
lamb from disease. The cost is £25 
for a 700g tub, which works out at 
£1.25 per average lamb feed.  

 
Improving calf survival  
 
On the subject of colostrum, it’s also vital for calves. Calves need 3 
litres of good quality colostrum within their first 6 hours of life, in or-
der to absorb enough antibodies to fight off disease. If that’s not 
available – perhaps for calves from heifers or for herds with Johnes 
disease – Calf’s Choice Total is an excellent alternative, being pro-
duced from freeze-dried cow colostrum. It contains high levels of an-
tibodies that aren’t present in synthetic products.    
 
 
Please phone the surgery to order either of the above products. 

 

 Improving lamb survival  
 
If you’d like to benefit from the latest advice from experts in preventing lamb losses, the meeting at 
the Shepherds Inn, Carlisle, on 20th Jan should be of interest. See the attached leaflet. 

Best wishes to John, Corrine and Skye 
John Watson and his wife Corrine have recently had a baby  girl called Skye. They are moving 
south to be closer to family, so we will unfortunately be losing John from our team of vets. 
We wish them all the best, and hope to see them on regular visits to the fells in the future. 


